

Special Occasion Speech Assignment

· Length of Speech:  Five minutes - MAX  
· No shorter than three and a half (3 1/2) minutes
· Extemporaneous Delivery
· No Bibliography, No research, No visual
· Standard outline required
· Special occasion speech topics should be informational and persuasive.

1.  Establish the purpose and the story you wish to share with the audience.

2.  Answer the who, what, why, when, where and how questions about the
person. Who is the topic of your speech?

3.  Share anecdotes, examples, personal connections, vivid memories, and experiences you have/had with the person.

4.  What do you want your audience to know and to remember about the person? This should be the purpose of your speech, your topic statement,
your introduction, your central idea.

5.  After you establish your general goal, ask yourself about the emotions you wish to evoke from the audience. Will you entertain, amuse, stir up emotions about family members, a teacher who made a difference, a coach,
or a best friend?

6.  How did the person influence you/your life/other people?

7.  Talk about the person’s character, his or her specific personality traits and competencies.  Was he or she particularly generous? Did the person spend time with you? Teach you something? Forge lasting memories? Cultivate your interest in a particular field of study?

8.  Focus on the values, beliefs and opinions the person has or had.  How did these things influence you?

9.  Inspire your audience to feel a particular way about the person you’re talking about.



Guidelines for Speech Outline, Introduction and Body

1. Be inspiring in your introduction. Evoke an immediate interest from your audience.

2. State your specific purpose:  I’d like to tell you about_________

3. Relate the story to your audience.

4. List your main points and sub points. 


Here is where you organize your message.

Main Point 1.  John Smith was a kind, generous person.

Subpoints: He put family first. (give examples)
        He volunteered his time. (give examples)
                  He served his community. (give examples)

Share how others felt about him, how he made a difference overall.

         Main Point 2.  How did this person influence you directly?
He influenced me with my education, my love of music and my work ethic.
(Give examples…did you see things in his life that affected you?)

         Subpoints:  We always ___________ together.
                            He spent every Sunday with me. (we….
                            He taught me how to ___________.
         Share your personal story; give examples, insight, shared experiences.




Conclusion

Close with general remarks, reinforce audience connection and audience centeredness, summarize your main points, reinforce your central idea, and strengthen your residual message.

